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ling adopted is that of the present day, except where the word itself* rather than the mere spelling; has undergone change, when the old form is judiciously preserved.
We can confidently recommend the work, which is printed in clear, large type and otherwise well got up, not only to the student, but to the general reader.
Sunday not the Sabbath :   An Essay, by a Layman, on the Sunday Question.   Meerut: Printed at Charles & Go's Medical Hall Press.
THE contents of this pamphlet are far from fully described in its title, for the writer not only aims at showing, what is, indeed obvious, that Sunday is not the Sabbath, but denies that that there is any authority whatever for the dedication of that day, or any other day in the week, to specifically religious purposes. This is the negative side of the pamphlet. It has also a positive side, which consists of an. appeal for the improvement of the present Sunday, by utilising it for the purposes of mental and moral culture. While the weekly holiday is potentially a most valuable institution, the way in which the Sunday is kept, at least among Protestants tn the United Kingdom, not only robs it of its utility, but makes it a source of positive mischief. We quote the last portion of tte pamphlet :
To recapitulate what has been briefly done : we have shown that there is no divine ordinance of Sunday whatever; that the idea of substituting it for the Sabbath is untenable, as there is no authority to be produced for such substitution, and that the sole 'reason for compelling abstinence from work on Sunday ia the Jewish ceremonial law of the Fourth Commandment, which, being in no sense a moral law, has no more obligation on Christians than the rest of the ceremonial law : that the idea of a primeval Sabbath prior to Moses, and therefore instituted for all men, has no troceable foundation, and there is therefore no ground for believing that the devotion of a seventh part of our time to God is a divine institution. Lastly, that the present practice is unnatural and its results mischievous.
Let it not be supposed that the result of the present argument, is to pro* pose that the Sunday, being no longer compulsory on divine authority, should be discarded for religious purposes altogether, and treated as a week day. There is no need of the alternative of No-Sunday, if the present Sabbath-Sunday is abandoned. The subject we suggest for the consideration of, the clergy is not the abolition, but the improvement, of the valuable advantage which the long-standing habit of ceasing to labour on Sunday has put into their hands. To the end that they may enter heartily into the matter, it is indispensable that they should feel the evil of the present state of things to which we have briefly referred above.
We believe we nesd do no more than call on every town and country parish priest in England to summon up his experience, in order to get a sad picture of the apathy of his parishioners in regard to Sunday j how services arfc badly attended, the day idled away by some and positively abused by others, both morally and physically, and. how all, or nearly all, are made to feel sinful, by the inevitable failure of an attempt to follow an unnatural and impossible law. If the clergy will shut their eyes to what is patent to every body else, and will purwjfe in regard to Sunday observance, tfot same conservative policy wfeteh